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David and the Sea of Change Choir in Beaumont Hospital, March
2019

Heart and Lung Transplant Team

I was honoured to be invited to launch Beaumont Hospital’s appeal
to raise the final €1 million required to build a cancer clinic adjacent
to the RCSI Smurfit Building on the hospital grounds. The lead
clinicians have been fundraising for this project for many years and
have secured €4 million towards its completion. It was my privilege
to launch the appeal to raise the final funds required.
‘The Sea of Change Choir’ also performed at the launch. They are a
group of 45 women who have had cancer and who help fundraise for
Beaumont Hospital. In fact you might remember their appearance
on Ireland’s Got Talent!

I was delighted to be asked to become Patron of the Heart and Lung
Transplant Team which travelled to Lignano to participate in the
Transplant Games. The premise behind the games is to promote
organ donation and sports activities as a therapeutic support to
transplant and those who have been the recipients of a transplant. I
am delighted to announce that the Irish team secured 7 gold medals,
9 silver and 6 bronze with Ernesto Antonio a heart transplant
recipient from Galway winning the European Heart and Lung
Transplant Federation Perpetual Cup for Best Male Athlete of the
Championship.

Trinity Green Week

It was an honour to launch, in the company of the ex-Chancellor
Dr. Mary Robinson, Trinity’s annual Green Week. This year’s goal
is to focus on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
because they represent an important focus for action towards a world
that is more sustainable. I am proud of the fact that Trinity is the
longest running College Green Week in Ireland.

David unveiling a plaque commemorating the Hirschfeld Centre,
Ireland’s first gay community centre which opened its doors in
1979 at 10 Fownes Street, Temple Bar. It had a café, cinema and
disco.
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Lastly I do hope you enjoy reading this newsletter.
With best wishes
David Norris
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SENATE/SEANAD 2019
UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN
Dear Graduate,
It is my privilege to represent you the graduates of Trinity College Dublin
in Seanad Eireann. Trinity has been an important part of my life both as a
student and lecturer for many years and I am truly grateful to those who
have supported my role as a Senator representing now almost 60,000
registered Trinity voters.
I have contributed to many pieces of legislation since the publication of my
last newsletter i.e. Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European
Union Bill, The Judicial Appointments (Commission) Bill, Parental
Leave Bill, Control of Economic Activities (Occupied Territories) Bill,
Irish Nationality and Citizenship (Naturalisation of Minors Born in
Ireland), Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill, Domestic Violence
Bill, Civil Registration and Gaming and Lotteries (Amendment) Bill but
to name a few.

I am also in the process of introducing a bill which will extend genetic
testing for all new born babies at birth i.e. the heel prick test. At the
moment eight rare diseases are screened in Ireland, while other nations
such as Italy screen up to forty. This I believe will save many many lives
if implemented by the Government who I believe are in favour.
The second issue I have been pushing is the repeal of Standing Order 41.
This order forbids the Senate from introducing amendments which place
a cost upon the State. I have support from all sides of the house for this
proposal and if it is passed this would be the first major reform of Seanad
Eireann.
I would just like to reiterate that it is a privilege to represent you the
graduates of TCD and I hope to continue doing so.

Front Line Defenders

David and other jury members of Front Line Defenders.
Front Line Defenders or The International Foundation for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders is an Irish based human rights
organisation created to protect those who work non-violently to uphold
the human rights of others as outlined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. In February of this year I was honoured to be invited
to be a member of a jury panel who were tasked with selecting the
2019 Front Line Defenders Award Global Laureate. 2019 marked
the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising and in recognition
of this anniversary the 2019 Front Line Defenders Award prioritised
human rights defenders who work to defend and advance the rights
of LGBT+ communities in Asia Pacific, the Americans, Africa, the
Middle East, North Africa, Europe and Central Asia.
For the first time it was decided to present the award to five at risk
LGBT+ human rights defenders in Tunisia, the Dominican Republic,
Russia, Indonesia and Malawi all facing severe threats for their
peaceful activism. I was delighted with the result and privileged to be
a part of the selection process.
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David and Nial Ring, former Lord Mayor of Dublin,
celebrating Chinese New Year 2019.

Helping to launch the All Party Oireachtas Group on
Dementia Budget, Leinster House.
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