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‘Truly splendid eloquence is never divorced from justice and freedom. No one rivalled Cicero
in the Roman Senate, or Demosthenes in the Athenian assembly. Our Seanad Éireann knows no
fiercer voice than that of our next illustrious candidate. We recognise the spirit of David Patrick
Bernard FitzPatrick Norris, University of Dublin Senator, passionate orator and fearless defender
of human rights, in this fiery address (Cicero, Philippics 13.1): ‘The name of peace is sweet,
fathers of the Senate; and the thing itself not only pleasant but salutary. If there is anyone who
has no affection either for the private hearths of the citizens, nor for the public laws, nor for the
rights of freedom, who is delighted with discord and the slaughter of his fellow-citizens and
with civil war, let him be erased from the catalogue of men, and exterminated from all human
society.’ Verbal artillery, you say? Examine the actions, then, and admit that they conform to
such a vehement call. Was not this Senator’s preservation of Georgian Dublin an act of affection
for the hearths of his citizens? What greater sign of respect, what clearer mark of the literary
scholar, than placing James Joyce at the very heart of the restored city? Was it not this man who
promoted the foundation of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Irish Parliament, and who alone
has ceaselessly acted on it since its inception? What if not passion for the rights of freedom is the
incessant fight against discord and discrimination, the vindication of the life of fellow citizens
and graduates of Trinity College? Oscar Wilde, Gold Medallist in the language of Demosthenes,
was imprisoned a hundred and twenty years ago for no other crime than his nature. It was this
Trinity man, Gold Medallist of the University Philosophical Society, who brought down the
unjust laws that criminalised homosexuality, fighting brave battles for over three decades in the
Courts, in the Parliament and at the European Court of Human rights. The recent advances in
the road to equality would not have been possible without his campaigns. He walks and he talks
unafraid. He has served and defended the Seanad for nearly thirty years, very nearly a record in
Irish history. While the world acclaims him ‘the most successful Irish politician on YouTube,’ let
us ascribe him to the highest ranks of this Senate with resounding commendation.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN
Following the recent election I found myself in the unenviable position of being part of a mixed group that included
largely un-elected Taoiseach nominees and elected vocational panellists i.e. non university Senators. In time it became
more and more difficult to be truly independent so following a period of reflection I decided to leave the group thereby
becoming the ONLY TRUE INDEPENDENT!
Independence has always been the hall mark of a Trinity Senator, think for example of previous
incumbents such as Mary Robinson, Noel Browne, Catherine McGuinness and Owen SheehySkeffington. If I am fortunate enough to be re-elected I will continue in this proud tradition.

Father of the Seanad
Speech – 8th June 2016
There is, of course, criticism of some of the methods
of election and selection by which Members arrive in
this House.I might, however, be forgiven a degree of
amusement at the presence of a number of new or former
Members who campaigned vigorously for the abolition
of the very House in which they now sit. In addition
to welcoming the new Senators, there is also a sense
of loss in the absence of some valued individuals who,
sadly, were unsuccessful in the recent election. I think,
in particular, of Maurice Cummins and Dr. Sean Barrett.
In the period of the last Oireachtas, two major referenda
were fought - one on marriage equality and the other on
the abolition of the Seanad. The move towards marriage
equality started in this House with my Civil Partnership
Bill 2004, something of which Seanad Éireann can feel Father of the House
legitimately proud.
In the debates on abolition, I was appalled that so many Senators, on orders from party headquarters, actually voted for
the destruction of their own House. I said at the time that they were not just turkeys voting for Christmas but also turkeys
who had obligingly rolled over and then trussed, stuffed and eviscerated themselves.In the Seanad the control is not just
total; it is, in fact, complete. A proper reform of the Seanad requires visionary imagination.The only targets so far for
reform have been in the case of the university constituencies. It is proposed that the existing constituencies of Dublin
University - Trinity College Dublin - and the National University of Ireland be abolished in favour of one single third
level super-constituency of six seats. That would mean the end of Trinity College Dublin representation in the Seanad.
Dublin University has a proud record of being represented in the Irish Parliament in an unbroken line since the 17th
century and I believe its representatives, from Dr. Noel Browne to Owen Sheehy-Skeffington, Professor W. B. Stanford,
Mary Henry and Mary Robinson, have done the State some service. This would lead to a constituency of 850,000 to
1 million voters, thus eliminating the independent voice and leaving the way open to invasion by the political parties.
The purpose of the Seanad is not to defeat the Government but to advise it. On matters of conscience, Members should
be allowed a free vote in the Seanad. I am not known for concealing my ideas, even when they are controversial, and
believe that if the Seanad is to survive and perform its function in the interests of the people, the matter of its reform
must be urgently addressed.
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Senator David Norris
Green Week

ISL Debate

19th October 2016
Senator David Norris:
I must pay
tribute to the Centre for Deaf Studies
in Trinity. I spoke at a very interesting
meeting there and I learned a great deal
from the stories of deaf people. I could not
believe that until recently sign language
was more or less outlawed in educational
institutions. Children had their hands tied behind their backs. This is a frightful violation of the human rights of
deaf people and for that, as a hearing person, I apologise. This is really shocking. There are 5,000 deaf people and
40,000 additional people who are members of families, friends or relatives. As hearing people, we do not really
think about these things, but for these people sign language is not just sign language, it is their first language. It
is the language they use and the language they have. As a hearing person, this had not really struck home with
me. It is astonishing that service providers such as Government agencies are not required to have interpreters.
Very often we see Polish translations, Rumanian translations and even Chinese translations, but we do not have
translations for our own citizens. It is one of the hidden crimes of this society. More than 40 local authorities
have passed motions accepting this legislation. In Northern Ireland, sign language is recognised. Is this not an
astonishing thing? I received a note from the students of the Holy Family School for the Deaf in Cabra. They
pointed out that if they have to go to hospital or to other places, they are stranded and are isolated. They also
strongly support the Bill. I pay tribute to students at Bishopstown Community School. They are absolutely
marvellous. I received a terrific letter from them, which was really from the heart, about the number of deaf
people and the fact there is only one interpreter for every 643 people. It was signed by a couple of hundred
signatures. This is wonderful. It shows the genuine decent support of ordinary people for their deaf colleagues.

Debate on CETA

Senator David Norris

Private Members Debate on CETA (EU-Canadian
Comprehensive Trade and Economic Agreement. (October
2016)
Senator David Norris: We are buying a pig in a poke. What
kind of idiot would sign an agreement which is dependent
for its interpretation on a court case that will not be resolved
until the spring? In other words, the Government does not
know what it is signing. The Government is giving multinational companies control over Irish policy. This is the
delayed impact of the Singapore court case. In the light of
these things, the Government should neither agree to sign up
nor authorise “provisional application”. That would seem to
me to be absolutely sensible, as would upholding Article 29.5.2
of the Constitution that the State shall not be bound by any
international agreement unless it is agreed by the Dáil. Let us
have a bit of democracy.

Trinity College has been awarded the Green Flag for its
Green Campus Programme. This is a great achievement and
all involved in College are to be congratulated. I have been
involved in launching Green Week in Trinity for many years
and have always been proud and honoured to do so. Please
keep an eye on the Green Week link on the Trinity website
(https://www.tcd.ie/GreenPages/greenweek.php)

The Irish Times - A hung Dáil - Another
Fine Mess
Wed, Mar 16, 2016, 01:16

David Norris and Chancellor Mary Robinson

Seanad Éireann on the move
Wed, Jul 20, 2016, 01:03

Sir, – Unfortunately for Paddy McGarvey’s
suggestion of moving the Seanad to the old
Stormont senate building in Belfast (July 19th),
Article 15.3 of the Constitution requires the
Houses of the Oireachtas to meet in or near the
city of Dublin.

I also suggest a move north but only as far as
Senator David Norris’s drawing room in North
Great Georges Street. As the Father of the House,
and one of the main reasons most of us voted to
retain the Seanad, his would be an appropriate
home for such an august body to meet.
Overcrowded sessions, if such were imaginable,
could be accommodated either in the Ambassador
and Rotunda nearby or in the old House of Lords
on College Green. – Yours, etc,
MICHAEL ANDERSON,
Balgriffin,
Dublin 13.

Sir, – To paraphrase Laurel and Hardy – that’s another
fine mess they’ve got us into. A hung Dáil and recalcitrant
leaders all refusing to enter discussion for a realistic
coalition despite the prating about “the national interest”.
On top of that the political parties all claim to know what
the electorate meant by their vote. And in each case it is
surprisingly different.
I have news for them. There is no mass Irish psyche that
goes into a polling booth and decides to vote for a hung
Dáil. Each individual voter has his or her political agenda
in terms of parties and candidates.
Now there’s the prospect of another immediate election.
This means that we could face into the first Seanad election
just as the Dáil starts on its second. This is a farcical waste
of money.
It is okay for the parties whose elections are financed by
the taxpayer but what of the independents who have to
carry the entire cost themselves.
All of this of course comes in the middle of the 1916
“celebrations”. What exactly are we celebrating? A country
bankrupted to the tune of €200 billion, food kitchens
all over the island, evictions everywhere and the people
permanently financially enslaved to pay off the gambling
debts of the German and French banks.
All of this coupled with the ever-present danger that the
marginal gains brought about by the suffering of the Irish
people over the last decade will be endangered by political
uncertainty.
Mother Ireland you’re rarin’ them yet! – Yours, etc,
Sen DAVID NORRIS
Seanad Éireann,
Leinster House,
Dublin 2.

