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Dear Friends,

Enclosed please find a copy of my latest newsletter to you my fellow Trinity College graduates. As you will see I have
tried to give you a cross section of my various contributions to the Seanad and a brief snippet of some of my activities
outside the house. I do hope you enjoy it and if you have any matter which you feel should be drawn to my attention
please do not hesitate to contact me.
I will also be arranging a series of lunches and dinners followed by a tour of Leinster House during the coming session
and would like to ask those who are interested in coming along to contact me (contact details below) so that we can
make the necessary arrangements. If you know of any other TCD graduate who may be interested in attending please
do not hesitate to let me know. For those who do not wish to attend a luncheon or a dinner I would be very happy to
arrange a tour of Leinster House. All you have to do is let me know.
With best wishes
David Norris

Launch of Trinity Green Week 2009

As you may know it has been my honour to open Green Week in Trinity for the last few years, an
exercise which I am happy to perform since it highlights the great progress made by Trinity in the
areas of fuel conservation, reduction in CO2 emissions and recycling.
This year’s slogan was Kill-a-Watt which focused particularly on Energy Conservation. The
College looked for ‘Energy Champions’ to assist in introducing good housekeeping practices in
buildings and offices throughout College with a view to reducing overall energy consumption turning off computers, heaters, lights, etc., will all contribute to making savings on our energy
bills. Money saved in this way will then be re-directed to more productive purposes in College. The
E3 project a collaborative effort
with UCD, DCU and DIT aimed
at reducing energy consumption
in selected buildings on Campus
is continuing with Phase 2 of the
project now underway.
For the third consecutive year
College is using energy supplied
by Airtricity, generated from
renewable sources. This green
energy is estimated to reduce our
carbon output by 12,000 tonnes
per annum.

Recycling
During 2008 in excess of 1150
tonnes of waste was segregated on
Campus for recycling.
Please ‘keep up’ the good work.

Last year during Green Week we
collected in excess of 16 tonnes
of electrical/electronic goods for
recycling.

Senator David Norris receiving The Lord Mayor’s Award from Mayor Eibhlin Byrne, Mansion
A cheque for €4,000 was handed House, April 2009. Photograph supplied by Jason Clarke

over at the launch to support the Photographer, Dublin
Diabetes Unit in the Children’s
Hospital in Crumlin. This brings to €16,000 the sum donated to this very worthy cause as a direct
result of the printer cartridge recycling scheme on Campus.
In late 2008 Trinity again demonstrated its commitment to improving the environment on Campus
through the introduction of the solar powered ‘Big Belly Compactor bins. We were the first in the
country to introduce this form of waste management systems.
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Senator David Norris
Trinity and Education

I am very proud of Trinity’s leading role in university
education and research. Our position within the table of
the top universities of the world continues to rise within
the first 100 such institutions. Trinity continues to lead in
research. A new test has been devised for early Alzheimer’s
Disease, important new discoveries have been made about
Schizophrenia and Bipolar Disorder as well as advances
in research into cancer and blindness. There is however
the thorny problem of fees for students and their parents.
I hold regular meetings both with university authorities
and with student representative groups. I tell them the
situation precisely as I see it directly and honestly. There
is no doubt in my mind that fees are coming in one form or
another. In fact it could be maintained that they are already
here by the back door via student registration costs. As I
have said to those groups lobbying me the real battle is
not between the Universities and their students. It is going
David Norris presenting Alice Leahy of Trust with a cheque
to be between the Departments of Education and Finance
from funds raised through lunches/dinners with graduates in and our position should be to support the Department of
Leinster House.
Education in obtaining the most positive position possible.
I have spoken regularly on this topic. For a more detailed
explanation of my views see for example the Report of the Seanad for 10th February 2009 – Statements on Education Matters. I
believe in a universal free education system just as I believe in a universal free health care system. This cannot be achieved in the
present circumstances nor in advance of very considerable tax changes. We have to be realistic in facing the existing situation to
get the best possible use of our resources.

Ireland and the European Union

I am a strong pro European. But I am genuinely concerned about the growing militarization of the Union. In Lisbon One I was the
first person in the Senate to come out in opposition for this reason. I had never done so before. We did secure some changes by
defeating the Treaty. The question is are they solid enough? That remains to be decided. I repeatedly raised questions in the House
about the European Armaments Group and the possibility
of Europe becoming a major centre for the manufacture of
arms for export.
Just as in the matter of Extraordinary Rendition the
Government dodged and weaved, answered questions that
were never asked and refused to answer the questions we
did ask. When I said that to a good friend of mine who was
very strongly pro Lisbon he said that the Treaty was the
most important thing on the political agenda and he didn’t
care if people were being boiled in oil.
This is perhaps part of the difference. I am an old fashioned
liberal and I still do care. Human rights on a global basis are
important to me. Have a look at what I said on the subject
for example on the 9th of December 2008 during a debate
on Ireland’s Future in the EU in the Seanad. But we have
had some great successes such as the passing of Cluster
Munitions legislation and its acceptance internationally. In
this the Foreign Affairs Committee and the Senate played
a significant role.

David Norris meeting Ban ki-moon in Dublin Castle.
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Senator David Norris
Ireland’s Banking and
Economic Crisis
We are in a very serious situation. But it is not divine retribution, it’s
a man made mess and we can rectify it. I don’t believe in endless
carping. I try to come up with solutions. In fact I came up with a
creative approach something along the lines of NAMA which I called
the National Property Management Agency two months before the
Government stumbled on the idea. But they haven’t taken on board
the full package I proposed.
I returned to this message on numerous occasions before the penny
finally dropped. Have a look at my contribution to the Investment of
the National Pensions Reserve Fund Bill on the 5th of March 09, on
the Order of Business in the Senate on the 8th and 9th of April 09, in
Statements on the National Assets Management Agency on the 26th
of May 09 and in Statements on the Budget on the 9th of April 09.

One of the tragic by-products of the banking crisis was that instead of David Norris launching’Trinity Neighbours’s’ in TCD.
addressing the issue immediately and coherently the Government’s
first major response was to set about the coordinated dismantling of all those agencies - Combat Poverty to the Equality Authority who
spoke out for the vulnerable in our society. This is a matter I raised repeatedly in debate and took as my Private Members Time on the 4th
of February 09.

Role of Seanad Eireann

David Norris, Bloomsday 2009.

The Senate itself as an institution has come under
sustained attack recently. It has not in my opinion
always been adequately defended in particular there
has been a tendency for university representatives to
supinely accept the trite accusation of elitism in their
constituency. This is a matter I addressed in the Irish
Times in a major article on Seanad Reform on the 7th
of May 09. (Also now on my website)

Civil Partnership:
With a small committee I put together a Civil Partnership
Bill which was placed before the Senate five years ago. I
instigated a full debate in Private Members Time, but the
Government despite repeated assurances kept shilly shallying.
I therefore eventually removed the Bill and now demand full
civil marriage. The Government after a consistent pasting
from myself in the House and outside have now produced
their Civil Partnership Bill. Although this does represent an
advance it still confers second class status on gay citizens of
Ireland. Even worse than that, despite tragic lessons from a
series of reports into child abuse, children of such unions,
many of whom have already spoken out in defence of their
parents, have no rights at all. They are simply ignored. This
is nothing other than child abuse by the Government.
My views on these and many other issues which I have
spoken on in the Senate can be assessed through my website
www.senatordavidnorris.ie
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Senator David Norris

David Norris being presented with a
Proclamation commending his dedication
to Civil Rights by California State Senator
Mark Leno in San Francisco.

David Norris helping to launch Barretstown fundraising
campaign 09.
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