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This is a new format electronic newsletter. In it you will ﬁnd a digest of events with which I have been involved.
Many of the items are in fact edited versions of contributions to debate within the Chamber or in Committee. While
there isn’t room to contain anything like a full collection I hope that you will ﬁnd something of interest in these little
slices of action which we have chosen.
With best wishes
David Norris

Cluster Munitions

On the 6th of March I put forward a motion on the total prohibition on
the production, stockpiling, transfer and use of cluster munitions and was
joined by all my colleagues in the Seanad. An All Party Motion is a rarity
in the political life of the Seanad and I am grateful for their support.
These cluster bombs are an appalling weapon and they have been used all
over the world. It is disgraceful that a group of countries, led by the US,
Russia and China, have tried to mitigate the impact of the treaties and have
not signed up to them. They have done this because they are manufacturing
the bombs. We need to know how these bombs affect people, and an
example provides a human face to the issue.
This is the testimony of a Serbian woman called Gita Jovic, recalling when a bomb hit the street on which she was standing. She
stated: At ﬁrst, there was this noise, something I have never heard before. And then it hit me in the leg. And then the other leg, too.
I felt severe pain in my right leg, but I did not look at it. I did not know what to do. There were detonations everywhere, cars were
getting hit. I managed to cross to the other side of the street and to lie down behind a car. A car nearby was burning. I was in a state of
shock, but I was also aware of everything that was happening. My colleagues started coming out of the building, they were running
around, looking for the injured. I was yelling, calling them, but they could not see me. I tried to stand up. I was wearing trousers;
I tried to pull them up a bit. It was then that I saw what had happened for the ﬁrst time. I remember thinking clearly -so strange, a
bare bone, no muscle tissue at all. It was my right leg. My other leg did not react at all and there were many small bomb fragments
in it. I was picked up eventually by a volunteer who collected the dead and the injured in the streets during attacks. He took me to
the hospital. I begged him to throw me out of the window, as I was in such unbearable agony.
We should recall the role Ireland played in the past, of which I am proud. It was the skill of Frank Aiken that produced the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty and Ireland was among the ﬁrst three or four countries to sign up to the Oslo declaration. What a pity we
were not the ﬁrst country to do so, particularly as we do not possess cluster munitions or the means to distribute them. This places
us in a good position from which we could have led. I wish we had led the world but we can use our moral force now.

Launch of Trinity Green Week 2008

It has become something of a tradition that I open Green Week in Trinity. Its great fun
and I have no hesitation or qualms about clowning around for cameras if it means we
get real publicity. Trinity deserves positive publicity for its initiative in this area. By
the last quarter of 2006 the main campus actually achieved its 50% recycling target.
There has also been the introduction of additional recycling streams to cater for plastics,
tetra packs, food cans and CDs and DVDs. In Trinity we are well ahead of the posse by
linking into Airtricity who provide renewable electricity to the College, including the
main campus, College Green, Goldsmith Hall, Westland Square, Foster Place, Trinity
Hall, School of Nursing, Book Repository in Santry, the new Sports Building and the
new CRANN Building. In other words just under 30 million units of electricity (KWH’s)
and all this from wind! Trinity’s efforts prevent 20,000 tonnes of CO2 being emitted into
the atmosphere by a conventional generating station. Well done TCD!
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Tibet and the Olympics

Different views may be held with integrity, but there is no factual question that
the Olympic Games and the events surrounding it are intensely political. That is
why political leaders from all over the world, who would not know the difference
between ju-jitsu and an egg and spoon race, are attending. They will be doing
side deals. The Chinese have driven the Olympic torch through Tibet. That is
rubbing the nose of the oppressed in the dust and grinding it by imperialist
aggression. What we have requested is a boycott of the opening ceremony. We
have not demanded, but rather requested.

They should consider, as a matter of conscience, absenting themselves except
for the national ﬂag carrier from the formal aspect of the opening ceremony,
while going on to compete, of course. We want them to be there to honour us,
to compete in this wonderful event. The Dalai Lama has issued a statement this
morning in which he says that it is appropriate and right that the Olympic Games
should go to Beijing. The Chinese people, whom he honours and respects,
deserve this, he says. Protests should be peaceful, he emphasises, but he also
says the reason for them is the extinction of freedom of speech in Tibet. Those
who attended the meeting yesterday of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs,
such as Senators Ormonde and Hannigan, were intensely moved by the story of
a young woman, three generations of whose family in Tibet had been tortured
and murdered. It is a small thing to ask, a symbolic gesture. I quoted James Joyce who said that sometimes absence is the highest
form of presence. By absenting themselves physically a moral point will be made.
Those of a strong nationalist persuasion should be aware that historically, Ireland was the ﬁrst country whose athletes boycotted
the Olympic Games in London in 1908 as a protest against the refusal of the imperial authorities to grant Home Rule.

Donation of Papers to the National Library

About 18 months ago I was approached by the Keeper of Manuscripts in the
National Library Dr. Gerry Lyne with a proposal that they should buy my
papers i.e. the records of my political and cultural life. I was very ﬂattered
and indicated that rather than selling them I would be happy to make them
available to the State for nothing. We had a splendid occasion on December the
17th where four cases containing papers were put on display in the entrance
Rotunda of the Library and the Librarian of the National Library and former
President and Senator Mary Robinson (who was my barrister in a number of
signiﬁcant legal cases) very graciously spoke. This little exhibition remained
on view for several months.

The papers cover three or four speciﬁc areas in particular. Firstly I suppose
in the popular mind because it was so controversial I am identiﬁed with them
emergence of the gay movement in Ireland. Materials related to this have been
deposited as well legal papers from the various constitutional cases taken in
the High Court and the Supreme Court and the European Court of Human Rights and a comprehensive archive of press cuttings.
The next area with which I am usually associated is probably the preservation of Georgian Dublin and especially the work of the
North Great Georges Street Preservation Society and the establishment of the James Joyce Centre. Materials relating to this are also
to be found in the collection.
My involvement with James Joyce and the popularising of Bloomsday in Dublin are also covered by a deposit of papers concerning
among other things the three international Joyce Symposia which I chaired and of whose proceedings I was the co-Editor and other
material (although quite a lot of the papers concerning the Joyce Symposia had already been donated together with my large library
of Joyce scholarly books to form part of the library collection of the James Joyce Centre).
Finally there is material relevant to my work in the Senate and the Foreign Affairs Committee which with Michael D. Higgins TD
I helped to found.
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All Party Motion on the Kidnapping
of Ingrid Betancourt.
It is excellent that this motion which I proposed is an all-party one signed by the
representatives of the different groups and I am grateful to my colleagues across
all parties for agreeing to it. Ingrid Betancourt comes from a very distinguished
family. Her father was the Colombian Ambassador to UNESCO, which shows a
certain context. Her mother founded a refuge for street children, which again is a
humanitarian concern. She organized political campaigns for her family and was
elected to the senate, which gives us another interest because she was, like us, a
senator. She received the highest vote in the election in which she was successful.
We also have an interest in her because she is a European citizen. She has dual
citizenship, being also a citizen of France. It is appropriate and right and we have
locus standi to raise this issue.
She met and negotiated with FARC in good faith on humanitarian reasons. Then
they cynically snatched her. From documents that have been released we know that
while she was in the initial phase of that negotiation, FARC had decided already
on the tactics of kidnap so that it could use her in its war against the government,
which I unreservedly condemn. It is horrifying to think of such a woman being
smothered and dragged around the jungle given that she has hepatitis B, malaria
and a serious dermatological condition. We know from that extraordinary and David Norris and Gordon D’Arcy
powerful article by Lara Marlowe that she has now endured such misery that she helping to launch Barretstown bus
initiative, June 2008
has said she would welcome the peace of death.

One Man Show in Aid of Middle East
For as long as I can remember the Middle East has been
a centre of tragic conﬂ ict. It is a part of the world whose
various countries and peoples I have come to know and
love over nearly forty years. For more than thirty years
I have been involved personally and politically with an
Israeli Jewish man Ezra Yizhak Nawi and I very much
admire the work he does putting his life at risk every
day of the week to reach out the hand of friendship to
his neighbours the Palestinian subsistence farmers in the
villages around South Hebron.
I was asked by Ezra to perform my one man show in the
Theatre to help raise money for these projects, providing
clean water, electricity, extending a school and equipping
a rudimentary clinic.
It was a pretty vast undertaking but I was thrilled by the
generosity of some good friends in the arts and the Irish
people. I am delighted to tell you that the ﬁnal ﬁgure is
A wind and sun electricity generator being installed. just 55,000 Euros. The full amount has now been sent on
to these projects through Rabbis for Human Rights and
Ta Ayosh in Jerusalem and not one cent was used in administration costs, fees or any other expenditure. Every
single penny was sent to the Middle East. The accompanying photographs show the eco friendly installations and
the happy recipients.
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