Senator David Norris
Bloomsday 2018
It was a great pleasure for the James Joyce Centre to host An
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar for the 2018 Bloomsday celebrations
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all involved in
making Bloomsday such a success not just this year but for all
the previous years. The writings of James Joyce have attracted
so many people to this country and our economy has benefitted
as a result. If you wish to learn more about the life and works
of James Joyce do visit the James Joyce Centre, 35 North Great
Georges Street, Dublin 1.

David and Taoiseach bloomsday 2018

Seanad Eireann

David in chamber

There were several very important pieces of legislation discussed in the Seanad prior to the summer recess. One of
the most important was the ‘Control of Economic Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 2018’ which was introduced
with the intention of giving effect to the State’s obligations arising under the Fourth Geneva Convention to make
it an offence for a person to import or sell goods or services originating in an occupied territory. It is important
to emphasise that this concerns only goods originating from the settlements. It is not a boycott of Israel or Israeli
produced goods and it is not a boycott of academic institutions. It is very important to keep open the channels for
information and exchange of ideas. Another matter that disappoints me is the fact that the Euromed Agreement
which has human rights protocols attached to it has never been utilised and has been completely ignored. We must
do more to speak out for those who are being oppressed throughout the world.

TCD Graduate Association

I was recently approached by the Trinity
Graduates Association with the news
that I was to be awarded Honorary
Membership of the Graduate Students
Association. I was both honoured and
delighted. We had a lovely evening of
celebration in the Dining Hall. A most
memorable occasion.
David being presented Hon Membership by
TCD Graduate Associations

David performing at the 2018 World
Congress of The International
Union Against Sexually Transmitted
Infections, TCD.
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Dear Graduate,
I thought you might like to receive an update
on my activities in Seanad Eireann. I have
contributed to many debates i.e. the Irish Sign
Language Bill, CETA Agreement, Direct
Provision, International Protection (Family
Reunification) Bill and the Domestic Violence
Bill just to mention a few and have had
amendments accepted by the government.
Overall I have oncentrated my energies on
three issues in particular - Repeal of the 8th
Amendment , my Housing Co-operative Bill
which would permit the formation of a Cooperative to take over distressed mortgages at
their current value and then re-mortgage the
property or rent it back to the owner to allow
them to remain in their homes. I am ashamed
that previous governments facilitated the entry
of Vulture Funds into this country and I never
thought I would see an Irish person evicted
from their home once again. The third issue
I am championing is reform of the Seanad.

I am seeking repeal of Standing Order 41
which states that the Senate is forbidden from
introducing amendments which place a cost
upon the State. Previously I had been told that
this was in the Constitution and would require
a Referendum to amend. However having
researched the matter I have discovered that
it is only in Standing Orders which the Senate
itself decides. This is the principal reason for
amendments being ruled out of order. I have
support from all sides of the house for this
change. If passed this would be the first major
reform of Seanad Eireann ever. Remember the
university seats with their large electorate are
currently the only truly democratic element in
Seanad Eireann.
Lastly I am now not only Father of the House
but the longest serving Senator ever and I hope
to continue.
David Norris

25th anniversary of
the decriminalisation
of homosexuality
I have to admit that I was surprised
that so many people were interested
in commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the decriminalisation
of homosexuality. So much time had
passed that I did not believe anyone
would be interested in celebrating
this milestone. So it was with great
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pleasure I attended the celebrations
in Dublin Castle on the 24th of
June 2018 which was hosted by
An Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. It was
lovely to see so many people who
had been instrumental in helping to
make this possible.
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