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Greetings from Trinity
Dear Graduate,

It has been some time since you heard from me and a lot has happened since! I was
recently diagnosed with an inoperable form of liver cancer but was lucky enough
to have a life-saving liver transplant in May of this year at St. Vincent’s Hospital
Dublin. It is thanks to the generosity of an individual, who sadly passed away,
and their family that I benefitted. Having undergone this experience I believe that
we should give our full backing to the proposed “Opting Out” of organ donation
campaign and I will be doing what I can to support this very worth- while initiative.
Apart from this 2013/2014 was a very interesting year in the life of the Seanad. Not
only did we have the Abolition of the Seanad Referendum but also the Abortion Debate,
the debacle in the Department of Justice, the Bank Bailout and the establishment of
the Banking Inquiry Committee.
David Norris,
Autumn 2014

Green Week Trinity - February 2014

As a major part of the educational component of
a green campus the Green Campus Committee
have organised a Green Week, now in its 12th year.
Once again I was invited to launch the week. The
event this year themed “Recycling Makes Cents”
ran from the 17th to the 21st February. A number
of new projects in the area of waste and recycling
were rolled out which facilitated and encouraged
all campus users to recycle. The targets set by the
Trinity Green initiative are to reduce waste tonnes
by 20% by 2020, recycling rate of 50% by 2016,
zero waste to landfill, provide litter bins at least
every 100m and to reduce hazardous waste by
10% by 2020. Trinity and in particular the Green
Campus Committee are to be congratulated for
their endeavours.

Invitation for Pope Francis to Address Seanad

In response to a motion put forward by David Norris:

Seanad Éireann consequent upon the unanimous decision of the Committee on Procedures and Privileges to add the name of His Holiness Pope
Francis the First to be included among the most prominent distinguished visitors to be invited to address Seanad Éireann, strongly supports this
invitation and requests the Government to assist in making the formal arrangements necessary for such a visit which may naturally include meetings
with the President, An Taoiseach and political leaders.
the Seanad has agreed unanimously to invite Pope Francis to address the upper house. The reason I proposed such a visit is that there are very few world
leaders who have any kind of vision at all. In the person of Pope Francis, we have someone with a prophetic, compelling and comprehensive vision. He
has changed the entire climate of debate within the Roman Catholic Church, allowing for genuine dialogue. Christendom is in a perilous state. This is a
man who has spotted the iceberg and is trying to turn the Titanic around.

Senator David Norris
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Senator David Norris
Seanad Referendum

We heard blather about reform of the Dáil with the Taoiseach pretending that, down
the road somewhere, he would make a serious attempt at Dáil reform. Why would
he do so when he would have mutilated the Oireachtas, carved it up by one third,
halved parliamentary representation and grabbed all the powers of committees?
This assault on the Seanad was exactly that - a grab for power and the Irish
people saw it for what it was. The Taoiseach had the gall to stand on the plinth
and ask what the Seanad had done to stop the disaster of the Celtic Tiger. I told
him that I had stood in the Seanad chamber and argued against it, making a case
that was clear, logical and confirmed to be right. I voted against benchmarking,
I placed the names of the bondholders on the record of the Seanad and when I
stated that they should be burned and placed their names on the public record
for the first time, the then Cathaoirleach nearly broke his gavel. Where was
Deputy Kenny then? He was in the lower house supporting the bank guarantee.
We should be proud of the Seanad. For example how useless were Mary Robinson
and Owen Sheehy-Skeffington?
Without Seanad Éireann, we would not have had the first debate on AIDS, there
would not be a Foreign Affairs Committee and the House would not have debated
rendition. Without the Seanad, we would not have had the civil partnership
legislation. Many of my colleagues particularly those on the University benches
have produced Bills such as the Construction Contracts Bill, the banning of smoking
in cars bill which was introduced by Senator John Crown and taken over by the
Government and I will be introducing a bill shortly entitled Enforcement of Court
Orders (Amendment) Bill 2014. The purpose of this Bill is to correct an anomaly that
has prejudiced the interests of Irish people in financial difficulties. The original Act
exempted certain chattels from seizure, however the monetary value of such goods
and chattels has never been altered in line with current costs. It was left instead at
the value of £15 which is obviously unsuitable and unrealistic and I suggest should
be raised to the very modest amount of €2,000. It is proposed that the Bill when
enacted would allow the debtor the right of first refusal to buy the seized goods at a
price to best advantage.
This is because of many cases in the farming sector where
machinery was seized at the instigation of banks or finance
companies or indeed other lenders even though a considerable amount of the original
debt had been discharged. These items were then frequently sold off at a fraction
of their value in circumstances that precluded the original owner from bidding. I
believe that this should be altered in order to allow such a person to make a fresh
start. It is also proposed to exempt computers and other electronic equipment. These
may contain private and sensitive correspondence, personal data, photographs,
correspondence etc. as well as business correspondence which may be helpful.
The McNulty by election has highlighted the rottenness of the political system - less than 200 votes
for a seat in the national parliament, with Enda proposing 850,000 voters for the University seats.

Senator David Norris
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Senator David Norris
Reform of the Seanad

I have been raising the issue of reform of the Seanad for many years. Ten reports
were published yet no Government did anything to act upon them. Now following the
defeat of the Government parties in the Referendum the Government has introduced
the Seanad Electoral (University Members) (Amendment) Bill which will replace
the current two university constituencies with a single six member constituency and
an extension of the franchise to all holders of a degree or equivalent qualification
from an institution of higher education in the State.
However they have not introduced any other reforms regarding the remaining
politically dominated panels in the Seanad. What does this mean? Quite simply it
means that the political parties will continue to control the election of their members
to the Seanad. For example of the 60 members of the Senate 43 will be elected by
1,000 Councillors, whereas those seeking election to the university panel will have
to canvass approximately 800,000 voters with the remaining 11 being nominated
by the Taoiseach. Is this fair? Of course not. I believe all those with a third level
qualification should be entitled to vote but the system should be reformed in such a
way as to ensure the political parties do not attempt to acquire dominance over the
university panels the way they have with the remaining vocational panels. More than
20 years ago I suggested that the nominating bodies should be expanded to include
all of the people of Ireland, with three seats set aside for anybody who does not fit
into the bodies, the system of Taoiseach’s nominees should be abandoned and the
seats distributed among the diaspora and Northern Ireland, as well as an additional
three seats for the universities, so that they are manageable, and three seats for
people who do not fit in elsewhere but this came to nothing. This Government like
its predecessors is loath to relinquish control over the voting system in the Seanad!
What can be done about this? Unless people lobby for reform of the vocational
panels nothing will change. This Government and forthcoming Governments will
continue to dominate the Seanad and make it even more difficult for University
members to introduce legislation which can make a difference. Please bear this in
mind when next talking to your local TD.

Senator David Norris
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Senator David Norris
Banking Inquiry

The unilateral action of the Government
parties in imposing two additional
members of the Senate has seriously
compromised the Banking Inquiry.

David at Blackrock College Radio Nov 2013

I used my vote at the initial meeting of
the Committee on Selection to ensure
that the Banking Inquiry would be fully
independent and not in a position to be
used for political advantage. The action
of the Government in using its voting
strength in Seanad Eireann to alter this
is regrettable.
I fear that in these circumstances the
Inquiry will be reduced to a game of
political football and the Irish people
will gain nothing.

David Norris, the Palestinian Ambassador and Friends at
the Gig for Gaza Event in the Olympia Theatre, September
2014 Photograph courtesy of Niall Fennessy (www.
livethroughalens.com).
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David Norris and Friends a the Cancer Society Coffee
Morning, September 2014.
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